from Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God

Discussion Questions 

Before Reading 

Edwards believed that fear was a great motivator, yet many philosophers and politicians have disagreed. For example, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, in his first inaugural address, made this famous comment about fear: “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” What do you think of fear as a motivator? What motivation might work better than fear? 

While Reading
1. Highlight the following elements in different colors: Ethos, Logos, and Pathos. Write your key for your highlighting here:

2. In personification a writer speaks of nonhuman things as if they were people. In this passage, how does Edwards personify Hell and its fires? 

3. Whom does Edwards address in his sermon, and what does he hope it will accomplish? 

4. How does Edwards use repetition to increase the emotional effect of his sermon? 

After Reading
1. According to the sermon, what keeps sinners out of the fiery “pit of hell”? 

2. Identify the three famous figures of speech that Edwards develops in the fourth through seventh paragraphs. What things is he comparing in each one? 

3. Edwards struck fear into the hearts of his listeners in order to persuade them to act to avoid everlasting torment. Which specific metaphors and similes in the sermon were probably the most persuasive? 
4. Does Edwards use logos or pathos to persuade his audience? How do you know? 
